CHAPTER n
CAN EDUCATION BE DEFINED?
The wider THE upshot of the preceding chapter is that a
and the person's mind may go on growing and developing
narrower all through life, or at any rate until senile decay
meaning sets in; and that education, whatever else may be
said about it, consists in modifying the environ-
ment, or creating a special environment, such as a primary or
secondary school, a university, a technical college or an adult
class, for the purpose of influencing personal development.
Of course, the word education may be used in a wider sense.
One may say, and say truly, that it is really life that educates;
that one is educated by one's vocation, by home life, by
friendships, by marriage, by parenthood, by recreations, by
travel, and so forth. Yet we may agree to restrict the term to
those agencies which are established for the express object of
furthering people's education. For our immediate purpose
then, we may say briefly that being educated means in the first
place going to school. That is the sense in which the word is
used in ordinary speech and in legal enactments. The context
will always show whether the word is being used in a wider
sense, and it will sometimes be so used in this book.
Some naive Now any intelligent child can tell us in his own
definitions way why he goes to school. If he were asked the
question, most likely his answer would be that he
goes to school in order to learn. If pressed a. little further, he
would add that he goes there to learn to read, and write, and
draw, and sing, and so on. And for him that answer would be
correct and sufficient. Any further embellishment might easily
mark him down as a little prig, Yet the onlooking and reflec-
tive adult spectator of the scene knows perfectly well that the
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